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Winner of the Minnesota Book Award for Poetry, 1995"To imagine what it means to be another

human being is an act of love. These are poems written by a great lover of the world. Everything in it

that stands alone, unobserved, and luminous. Solitary people with their solitary destinies...If there's

a native, archetypical American solitude, Louis Jenkins has given us its flavor."--Charles Simic, The

Boston Review
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If you've never read Louis Jenkins this is a good place to start, well any of his books are a good

place to start. This book contains selected poems from All Tangled Up In The Living and An Almost

Human Gesture plus 16 new poems. The only thing that is a let down about this book is that the

poems are so good that you'll want all his books. I had his first two books and then had to buy this

one to get the new ones, but I already had the poems in the first two thirds of the book. Louis

Jenkins has writer two books since this one which are not included here.The poems themselves

treat the everyday as magical, without romanticizing it. His poems are often about imagery and

decision. He takes the usually solid language of prose and makes it maluble. He changes his and

your perspective so quickly, and so thoroughly that after one paragraph sized stanza you have a

feeling of acomplishment, like you've been through something that you didn't think could be

explained in words.



Louis Jenkins is a magician with words and sentences. "Nice Fish" is my favourite collection of his

poems. Reading his poems makes your mind create images and movies in your head. Jenkins do

what few others do, so just get one of his books. Read and enjoy.

Jenkins is my favorite glove box poet. When I am dropping off or picking up a child and waiting in

the car I like to have a poem to think about and Louis is my favorite. He is a rock star of the prose

poem. I have all of this books and this is one of the best.
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